
Engaging the Participation of Immigrants and Refugees 
in our Networks 

 
While we’re waiting to begin, please share in the chat box: 

 

Describe a time that immigrants/refugees were actively engaged 
in your network. What do you think explains that engagement?    

  
 

 

Networks for Integrating New Americans  

Please remember to please send chats to “all participants” NOT “all attendees.” 



Presents 

Engaging the Participation of Immigrants 
and Refugees in our Networks 

Networks for Integrating New Americans  



Use chat box for discussion 

Webinar Tools 

Write your questions in the chat box. 
We’ll take time at the end of the presentation to respond. 

Please remember to please send chats to “all participants” NOT “all attendees.” 

Raise hand to speak 



Franklin Peralta 
Campaign Organizer, English for 
New Bostonians 
www.englishfornewbostonians.org 

Jesus Martinez 
President, Central Valley 
Immigrant Integration 
Collaborative (CVIIC) 
http://ValleCentral.org 

Carola Otero Bracco 
CEO, Neighbors Link 
Network 
www.neighborslink.org 

Panelists 

Marwan Sweedan, MD   
GT-DOC 
White House Champion 
of Change 

 

http://www.englishfornewbostonians.org/
http://vallecentral.org/
http://www.neighborslink.org/


Agenda 

• Panelists describe their work in coalitions 

• Panel discussion:   
• What can coalitions do to genuinely include immigrants and 

refugees so that they want to participate?  
• What does a successful collaboration look like? 
• For newcomers, what are the barriers or challenges to 

working in a community coalition? 

• Q&A  

 

 



CVIIC AND THE  
CENTRAL VALLEY DACA 

COLLABORATIVE 

Fresno, CA June 2015 Photo: EduardoStanley.com 



Two Regional Networks 

• CVIIC (Central Valley Immigrant 
Integration Collaborative) 
emerged in 2013 to plan for 
future comprehensive 
immigration reform needs. Run 
by local Steering Committee 

• Central Valley DACA Collaborative 
created in 2013 to focus on DACA 
work. Run by ILRC. 

• Virtually same membership but 
designed for distinct purposes. 

Include:  
• Community Based 

Organizations (CBOs) 
• Non-profit legal services 

providers 
• Educational and vocational 

institutions 
• Pro-bono private attorneys 
• Health-related agencies 
• Consulate of Mexico 
• Immigrant rights activists 
• Media representatives 

 



Reasons for Creation 

• Need for immigration attorneys 
and BIA recognized agencies. 

• Need to: 
• Enhance local capacity to address 

immigration challenges 
• Serve more immigrants 
• Establish communication, 

coordination 
• Provide on-going training to staff 

members 
 



DACA Beneficiaries Trained to Organize 
Free DACA Workshops 

Check out ValleCentral.org 



Strengthening whole communities by actively enhancing the 
healthy integration of immigrants 
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Poll Question #1 
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In your opinion, is the level of immigrant/refugee 
engagement in your network: 

a) Low 

b) Medium 

c) High 

d) I don’t know 

 

 



Poll Question #2 
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What challenges is your network having regarding 
immigrant/refugee engagement? 

a) Can’t find immigrant/refugee leaders to join the network – 
haven’t been able to engage them. 

b) Can’t find immigrant/refugee leaders to join the network – 
they’re stretched too thin. Need to build more leaders. 

c) Immigrant/refugee leaders are in the network but don’t 
attend meetings regularly or participate fully. 

d) Other [please type your answer in the chat] 

 



Panel Discussion 

17 

 

• What can coalitions do to genuinely include 
immigrants and refugees so that they want to 
participate?  

• What does a successful collaboration between 
newcomers and locals look like? 

• For newcomers, what are the barriers or challenges 
to working in a community coalition? 
 



Replaceable 

providers 

organizations recipients 

providers 

organizations recipients 

2 1 



     Organizations Providers  Recipients  

The new relation-ship 



Recommendation: 3D 
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Q &  A 



Networks for Integrating New Americans 

 
Thank you! 

 

A recording of this webinar will be available on the 
Virtual Community of Practice (VCoP). Please post 

additional comments and questions there!  
To join the VCoP, please contact Araceli Mendez at 

amendez@worlded.org 
 



Discussion 
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• Should networks be aiming to move the engagement of 
immigrants and refugees “up the continuum?” 
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